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Abstract

This study aims to draw the limitations of wetland restoration related legal systems of ASEAN+3 countries and suggest
the improvements. In the case of Korea, there is no integrated law or integrated management organization for wetland
restoration, and the legal basis for estuaries restoration is insufficient. As many ASEAN countries depend on wetlands
for their livelihood, public support for sustainable use and conservation of wetlands should be preceded through raising
awareness about the value of wetlands. Some countries need to establish a specific wetland definition, while developing
countries need to strengthen national capacities through international cooperation. A legal basis is needed to eliminate
the impacts on peatlands and mangrove forests and conserve them,
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Table 1. Wetland restoration related law, administrative agency for wetland restoration matters, and definition of wetland in ASEAN+3
countries

Wetland restoration related law

Administrative agency for wetland
restoration matters

Definition of wetland

Wetland Conservation Act, Natural
Environment Conservation Act, Water
Environment Conservation Act, Act on the

Ministry of Environment (MoE), Ministry
of Oceans and Fisheries, Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport

Inland wetlands or coastal wetlands that
are an area permanently or temporarily
covered with fresh water, brackish water,

Korea | Sustainable Management and Restoration or salt water
of Tidal Flats (Gaetbeol) and Adjacent
Areas Thereof, Coast Management Act,
River Act
Water Law, Water Pollution Control Act, | Ministry of Water Resources, Ministry of | Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
Marine Environment Protection Law, |Environmental Protection, Ministry of |whether natural or artificial, permanent
. Wildlife Protection Law, Law on Water | Land and Resources, State Forestry or temporary, with water that is static or
China . . . . . . . .
and Soil Conservation, Forest Law Administration flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which
at low tide does not exceed 6 m
Law for the Promotion of Nature MokF, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and | Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
Restoration Fisheries, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, | whether natural or artificial, permanent
Transport and Tourism or temporary, with water that is static or
Japan . . . .
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which
at low tide does not exceed 6 m
Presidential Decree No.32/1990, Pres. |Peatland Restoration Agency Wetlands are areas on which water covers
Instruction No.10/2011, PP No.71/2014, the soil or if water is present either at or
. | PP No.57/2016 near the surface of that soil. Water can
Indonesia ithi
also be present within the root zone, all
year or just during various periods of time
of the year.
Malaysia Nz}tiopal Forestry A.Ct’ National Parks Act, Migistry of Natural Resources and Land that is submerged or inundated by
Wildlife Conservation Act Environment (MoNRE) water all the time or some of the time
Singapore | Parks and Trees Act Parks and Recreation Department -
Forest Act, Forest Reserve Act, National | Office of Natural Resources and Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
Park Act, Wildlife Reservation and Environmental Policy and Planning whether natural or artificial, permanent
. Protection Act or temporary, with water that is static or
Thailand . . . .
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which
at low tide does not exceed 6 m
g National Integrated Protected Areas Department of Environment and Natural | -
Philippines
System Act Resources
Law on Forestry, Land Law MoNRE Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
whether natural or artificial, permanent
. or temporary, with water that is static or
Vietnam . . . .
flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
areas of marine water the depth of which
at low tide does not exceed 6 m
Environmental Conservation Law, Ministry of Environmental Conservation | Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water,
Conservation of Water Resources and |and Forestry whether natural or artificial, permanent
Myanmar Riyer§ Law, Fgrest Law, Protection Qf or tgmporary, with Water that is' static-or
Wildlife and Wild Plants and Conservation flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including
of Natural Areas Law areas of marine water the depth of which
at low tide does not exceed 6 m
Law on Environmental Protection and | MoE Sites must meet at least one of the following
Natural Resource Management, Law on criteria’
Water Resource Management, Protected Plants able to tolerate inundation by water
Cambodia | Areas Law for a period of greater than 6 weeks; Soils
classified as hydric soils; Area inundated
by water for a period on an annual and
periodic basis
Environmental Protection and Ministry of Primary Resources and -
Brunei | Management Order, Wild Fauna and Flora | Tourism
Order, Forest Act, Wildlife Protection Act
Lao PDR | Aquatic and Wildlife Law MoNRE -
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